	
	GERMANY
	ITALY

	Location
	· North central Europe
	· Peninsula in southern Europe
· Surrounded by Mediterranean



	Climate
	· Marine climate (warm winters, cool summers). High precipitation 
· East Germany has long, cold winters and dry hot summers since they are far from the sea

	· Mediterranean climate (comfortable year round).  
· Summer sky is clear, rain is rare in summer.  Winters are cloudy and rainy. 
· Sea helps keep temperatures mild.  
· Sahara Desert sends warm air.  
· Climate changes with altitude.  
· North gets more rain

	Natural Resources
	· Iron ore, coal, potash, uranium, nickel, natural gas, and cooper, timber

· arable land

	· Few mineral resources, natural gas, marble/granite, coal, mercury, zinc, potash

· arable land

	where people live, 


	· Transportation easy, trade, port cities 

· 85% of people live in urban areas, 
· farming , mining, industrial, river regions densely populated

	· 70% live in urban areas

· almost 50% live in northern 1/3 of country;
·  Mountains affect where people live and how they trade/transport goods.  


	trade
	· Location makes it a crossroad for trade

· Excellent highway system

· Flat European Plain

· Rhine River

· Alps make transportation more difficult
	· Sea has allowed for shipping of goods and trade, 

· farming (grapes and olives)

· fishing


